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 The Circuit  
                                  

                         The Newsletter of the St. Paulôs United Church of Christ 
 

Phone: 540-459-3643                                                              235 South Main Street, Woodstock, VA 22664 

Rev. Peter Mitchell, Interim Pastor 
 

                                                                                                                                                     October 2011                                                                                            
        

Dear Members and Friends of Saint Paulôs, 

 

My name is Peter Mitchell and I am privileged to come among your church families. On September 18, I 

gladly accepted a call to serve as St. Paulôs interim pastor and was formally received by the consistory on 

the 21
st
. Having already experienced your warmth and generosity, I am excited about getting to know you 

and co-laboring with you for the gospel mission of our Lord Jesus. 
 

Here is some background on me. Iôm a preacherôs kid from Rockingham County. I graduated from Eastern 

Mennonite High School and completed undergraduate studies in Oklahoma. In 1987, I married Amy Butler 

of Alexandria, Virginia, and three years later, began training at Virginia Theological Seminary for 

priesthood in the Episcopal Church. After ordination in 1993, Amy and I moved to Charleston, South 

Carolina. There I served as associate pastor, church planter and senior pastor in three congregations over 

the next 15 years. 
 

Sixteen years into marriage, Amy and I were (finally) blessed with children. Samuel and Fiona, who are 

now seven years old, are the big kids at our house. Almost three years later, and to our delight, we had 

twins again: Bruce and Anna-Justine. Amy and I were thrilled to bring our children home to the 

Shenandoah Valley in 2008. What joy it is raising our children nearer to grandparents and extended family, 

and all in this amazing part of the earth. 
 

Amy is a James Madison University graduate (music education) and earned a Masters in Social Work from 

the University of South Carolina. Besides being Mom to four young children, she teaches piano, guitar and 

voice, leads a Girl Scout troop near our home in Strasburg, and serves as minister of music for Emanuel 

Lutheran Church, Woodstock. 
 

Since returning to Virginia I have worked in non-parochial ministry in Northern Virginia and in  

public education here in Shenandoah County. Currently, Iôm living large as a seventh grade language arts 

teacher at Peter Muhlenberg Middle School. And let me tell you, the one learning the most is me. 
 

As summer surrenders to fall, God is leading us. I am grateful to be teaming up with Pastor Derek  

and you. I feel our Lordôs pleasure at the new friendships and new service that he is unfolding among us. 

To him be the glory! 

 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Peter Mitchell  

Interim Pastor 

Saint Paulôs United Church of Christ 
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ñLUNCH WITH GODò 
 

Hebrews 13:1-2 (NIV) 

Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain  

                                      strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels  

                                                                    without knowing it. 
 

A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God lived, so he packed his suitcase with 

Twinkies and a six pack of Root beer and he started his journey. When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old 
woman. She was sitting in the park just staring at some pigeons. 

 

The boy sat down next to her and opened his suitcase. He was about to take a drink from his root beer when he 
noticed that the old lady looked hungry, so he offered her a Twinkie. She gratefully accepted it and smiled at him.  

Her smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered her a root beer. Again, she smiled at him. 

The boy was delighted! 
 

They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word. As it grew dark, the boy realized how 

tired he was and he got up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to the 

old woman, and gave her a hug.   

She gave him her biggest smile ever. 

When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his 

face. 

She asked him, "What did you do today that made you so happy?" 

He replied, "I had lunch with God." But before his mother could respond, he added, "You know what? She's got the 

most beautiful smile I've ever seen!"  
 

Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her son was stunned by the look of peace on 

her face and he asked, "Mother, what did you do today that made you so happy?" 

 
She replied, "I ate Twinkies in the park with God." However, before her son responded, she added, "You know, he's 

much younger than I expected."  

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the 
smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.   

People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. 

Embrace all equally! 
                                                                                                                         

                                                Submitted by Melissa Andrews 
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY  
(From the booklet produced  

May 1942 for the 200
th
 Anniversary.) 

 

          In the spring of 1748 the Rev. Michael Schlatter, Missionary and organizer of the Reformed 

Church in Pennsylvania, made a missionary tour through northern Virginia and the northern 

Shenandoah Valley.  In his journal, we find an exact history of that trip, although it is brief.  To quote 

from his records, "This evening (May 9
th
) we journeyed fifteen miles without having seen either house 

or a human being, but we saw deer in droves.  On the 10
th
 after we had gone twenty miles farther, we 

took our dinner in Fredericktown, Virginia, (now Winchester).  In the evening we came to a Reformed 

congregation at the Shenandoah River, fourteen miles farther up (Strasburg).  Here we preached on 

the eleventh and in the afternoon at another place, Millerstadt, (Woodstock) to a pretty large number 

of hearers, and baptized many children and adults."  On leaving Woodstock early on the 12
th
, Rev. 

Schlatter journeyed southwest to the intersection of the eastern trail with the valley road at or near the 

site where New Market was later established   He then followed the eastern trail, to New 

Germantown.  So we find the first Reformed Congregation established at Woodstock, May 11, 1748. 

 

           From 1748 until 1778 the churches in the Valley were supplied services by itinerant 

missionaries, for there were but few ministers available in this new land. Among these was the Rev. 

Charles Lange who visited Woodstock on April 12, 1778 and confirmed the following:  George Lutz, 

Henry Meyers, Peter Shaffer, Christopher Zumwald, Anna Lauman, Anna Zingler, Catherine Swartz 

and Elizabeth Baker. 

 

          These early years were very trying for the Reformed people of the Valley since they had no 

regular minister to serve them.  It is generally known, however (from historical records) with the 

exception of short pastorates at Woodstock, by Rev. Snyder and Rev. Meyer between the years 1778-

1787 that Rev. John Brown was the only Reformed minister in all the region south of Shepherdstown, 

who besides serving his own charge, made occasional visits to the Reformed Congregation in 

Shenandoah County. 

           

         The first regular minister to serve the Woodstock church was the Rev. Bernard F. Willey, and he 

too made numerous trips to other congregations in the counties of Frederick, Shenandoah, 

Rockingham, Page, Augusta. Highland, Pendleton, Grant, Hardy, Wythe and Boutetourt, but 

Woodstock was his charge and home. 

 

           I would like to present to you, some of the very interesting history of the German Reformed 

Church of Woodstock, now St. Paul's Evangelical and Reformed Church, as recorded in the available 

records of our church.  Many of the records were lost during the time of the Revolutionary War and 

the War Between the States, therefore our recorded history must be in some instances brief, 

nevertheless it is authentic and true, and it is a history we might justly be proud of. 

 

 

 

~ More next month ~  
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ST. PAULôS NEWS 
         

                                            HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONSISTORY MEETING  
 

 

The consistory met on September 8
th
 at 7:00 p.m. with 8 members and one guest present.  Concerns were 

shared for Allen Cook, Christy Anderson, family of Ted Dent in his death, Dawn Stoneburner in the death 

of her stepmother.  President Wood had a prayer followed by devotions by Melissa Andrews. 
  

Correspondences: Letters were received from Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter, Bread for the 

Observances on October 16.  First Baptist Church sent a request for volunteers to help serve or cook at 

their Monday evening meal ministry.  A thank-you was received from Rose and Jason Holland for the 

money they received for their mission trip.  Requests were received from Blue Ridge Hospice, Gideon, and 

Shenandoah Free Clinic.  A donation has been given in July to Blue Ridge Hospice; no action was taken on 

the other requests.  
 

Old Business:  Stephanie Heishman-Litten, Shenandoah Association Youth Group will be using some of 

the church rooms for a sleepover following a concert on Friday, October 14
th
.  As was requested at the July 

meeting, she will be following our guidelines in the Safe Sanctuary Policy.   

New Business:  Ministry reports were given.  Due to the death of Harold Miller, someone needs to replace 

him as a Trustee.  Steve suggested Richard Lambert, Tim Dalke or Richard Sollenberger.  George Swecker 

made a motion to contact these men, in that order, seconded by Suzanne Loveland.  All approved this 

motion. Betty Lambert announced Ellen Markel and Peggy Hollar would be helping with the plans to redo 

the kitchen.  Also, the plaque containing the ministerôs names needed to be updated.  George Swecker 

made a motion to have this done, seconded by Kay Lehnen, approved by all.  Steve Wood reported that 

Rev. Charles Wood is improving some but tires very easily and cannot travel long distances.  The next 

meeting will be held on Thursday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

RAISINô UP! 

 

To begin, when I talk about Raisinô Up Iôm not 

talking about the tiny little dark brown wrinkled fruits. 

Rather Iôm using Appalachian Mountain speak, their way of 

saying ñRaisingò Up.   
 

Back in the hills and hollers of Appalachia, ñRaisinô 

Upò pertained to a church congregation selecting or ñraising 

upò a person from within their church family to serve as the preacher. They of course tried to select a 

person who could read from the bible and also who could preach ï for hours on end!  You have to realize 

that some of the Primitive Baptist church services would last at least two to three hours and the preacher 

was expected to ñsermonizeò for a good portion of that time period.   
 

Yet ñRaisinô Upò can also mean the ñraising upò or promoting of an idea within a congregation.  

The idea can be somewhat spontaneous, by one, or maybe two, church members and outside of any 

committee structure.   
 

A few weeks ago there was an opportunity for the St. Paulôs family to do a community outreach by 

serving desserts at a Woodstock Music on Main concert. These concerts are well attended, sometimes 

drawing as many as 250 people.  Groups that sponsor and serve the dessert receive a lot of exposure with 

only minimal costs and time.  
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There was an incredible response from the congregation in terms of cookies and also money to buy 

some promotional materials such as the banner and cups.  In fact no church budgetary funds were expended 

for this project! The outreach team of Abbe Kennedy, Patty Dellinger, Alberta Smith and I served drinks in 

the new St. Paulôs royal blue cups to over 200 people.  We received several compliments on the quantity 

and quality of the cookies, the nice St. Paulôs cups that folks could take home, and how nice it was that our 

church would do this for the community. 
 

ñRaisinô Upò an idea can be an incredibly rewarding experience ï be bold; give it a try sometime; 

your St. Paulôs family will support you! 

           ~Joe Lehnen 

 

 

CHRISTIAN ED UCATION  

 
     Welcome back to Sunday school!  All the classes were full to the 

brim this past week, with lots of visitors and familiar faces too.  It 

was a gift in itself to present bibles to Ethan George and Sierra 

Newberry on Sunday, September 25
th
.  Itôs hard to believe they are 

already in first grade.  Sierra informed us she was ñfive and a halfò 

and next year she would be ñsix and a halfò!  Congratulations Ethan 

and Sierra ï always read your bibles!! 

         

      ~Alberta Smith 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR YOUTH  
 

     St. Paulôs Senior Youth met on 
Sunday, September 25

th
 and we are 

proud to welcome Layla, Ashley, 

Micah and Anna to the group this 

year.  We will be participating in 

the Family Fun Festival at the 

Shenandoah County Fairgrounds 

on October 14-15.  There is a 

concert on Friday night and weôll 

be attending in a group.  If youôd 

like to join us, please speak to 

Craig, Alberta or Bev.  Other 

projects are in the works, including 

another lock-in over the Christmas 

holidays!  We appreciate the 

support you provide to our youth 

and look forward to another fun 

filled year. 

           

           ~Alberta Smith 
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STEWARDSHIP AND MISSIONS   
 

The Stewardship and Missions committee has just kicked off ñYellow Bag Sundayò a food drive for the 

school-aged children of Shenandoah County.  This food drive is focusing on non-perishable breakfast 

foods, and healthy snack items to go to the Food Pantry in Woodstock.  The drive will continue until 

October 2
nd

. 

 

In October and November, St. Paulôs will collect funds for the special offerings, Harvest Home and 

Neighbors in Need. 

 

The Harvest Home offering contributes to Homewood and/or Hoffman Homes.  Homewood is a multiple 

site UCC affiliated retirement community providing compassionate, professional, and caring service in 

order to enhance the quality of life for residents.  Hoffman Homes for Youth is a Psychiatric Residential 

Treatment Facility utilizing trauma-informed care to treat children with a serious mental health diagnosis. 

 

 In November, Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of 

justice and compassion throughout the United States. 

 

Before long, the autumn harvest will be over, and it will be Christmastime once again. The Stewardship & 

Missions committee will continue our area Christmas giving ministry by providing families in need with 

presents and foodé and we are hopeful for a special delivery again, by our Santa- Bill Holsinger! 

We have our eyes and ears open, and we would also like to know if you are aware of a family in need this 

Christmas season.  If so, please contact any of the committee members below.  More details to follow!   

 

                                                                                Members of the Stewardship & Missions Committee 

                                    ~Joe Lehnen &  Abbe Kennedy, Co-Chairs 

                               Melissa Andrews, Ellen Markel, Jim and Meg Trott,  

                                                                              Karen Walton 

 

 

 

JUNIOR-YOUTH NEWS    
 

The St. Paulôs Junior Youth Group would like to say ñTHANK YOUò to everyone that joined us for our 

BBQ Lunch Fundraiser on September 4
th
!  I was a little worried about doing it so much earlier than we 

usually do, but it turned out better than I could have hoped for.  We raised $369.00!!  Thank you to all of 

the parents that contributed the food and those who helped in the kitchen; it would not have been a success 

without you! 

 

We will be having our Annual Halloween Party on Saturday, October 29
th
.  It will be in the Fellowship 

Hall from 5-8pm. All are welcome to join us! 

 

                       ~Alisha Williams  

                         Jr. Youth Group Leader 
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St. Paulôs will be helping out with the Family Fun Day for Christ Event this year.  We will be helping 

Stephanie Litten with the Shenandoah Association UCC booth.  We will be handing out brochures for our 

church and will also have various activities at our booth.  The Shenandoah Valley Coalition for Christ, who 

organizes the event, has asked for St. Paulôs to collect canned drinks/sodas and small bags of chips to be 

distributed on Saturday, October 15
th
.  We need to start collecting these items now, so they can have a good 

idea of how much food they will have available.  Also, they would like for our church to help in donating 

home baked cookies.  This will not be collected until the week of the Fun Day,  

but need to know ASAP if you are willing to help with the cookies.  Please contact me if you can bake 

some cookies for this great cause!  Thank you! 

                                                                                                           ~Alisha Williams 


