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Dear Members and Friends of Saint Paul 6s

My name is Peter Mitchell and | am privileged to come among glourch families. On September,18
gladly accepted acalltoserve®$ . Paul 0s i m$fermallymecgvadby the conaistaly w
the 2f". Having already experiead your warmth and generosityam excited about getting to know you
and celaboring with you for theyospel mission of our Lord Jesus.

Here is some backgheuad kndmé rCoumy RyaduatpdirgnaEastern
Mennonite High School and completeddergraduate studies in Oklahoma. In 1987, | married Amy Butler
of Alexandria, Virginia, and three years later, began trainingrginia Theological Seminarfor

priesthood in the Episcopal Churdkiter ordination in 1993, Amy and | moved to Charleston, South
Carolina. There | served as associate pastor, church plantseriod pastor in three congregations over
the next 15 years.

Sixteen years into marriagAmy and | were (finally) blessed withildren. Samuel and Fiona, who are

now seven years old, are the kigs at our house. Almost three years later, and to our dehgitad

twins again: Bruce and Annlustine. Amy and | were thrilled toing ourchildren home to the

Shenandoah Valley in 2008. What joysitraising our children nearer to grandparents and extended family,
and all in this amazing part of the earth.

Amy is a James Madison University graduate (music educatiorgaaned a Masters Bocial Work from
the University of South Carolin&esides being Mom to four young children, she teaches piano, guodar
voice, leads a Girl Scout troop near our home in Strasburgeamds as minister of music for Emanuel
Lutheran Church, Woodstock.

Since returning to Virginia | have worked in nparochial ministry irNorthern Virginia and in
public education here in Shenandoah Cou@ty.r r ent | vy, Il &m |l iving | arge a
teachemat Peter Muhlenberg Middle School. And let tal you, the ondearning the most is me.

As summer surrenders to fall, God is leading us. | am gratefulteabging up with Pastor Derek
and you. | f e el thenew fridnadships and nepr beevigesthat he is unfolding among us.
To him be the glory!

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Peter Mitchell

Interim Pastor W£
Saint Paul 6s United Church o



ALUNCH WI TH GODO

Hebrews 13:22 (NIV)
Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain
grangersfor by so doing some people have entertained angels
without knowing it.

A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God lived, so he packed his siitcas
Twinkies and a six pack of Root beer and he started his journey. When he had gone about three blocks, he met an ol
woman. She was sitting in the park just staring at some pigeons.

The boy sat down next to her and opened his suitcase. He wasataka a drink from his root beer when he
noticed that the old lady looked hungry, so he offered her a Twinkie. She gratefully accepted it and smiled at him.

Her smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered her a root beeshAgailed at him.
The boy was delighted!

They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word. As it grew dark, the boy realized how
tired he was and he got up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few steps, hetmthedmaback to the
old woman, and gave her a hug.

She gave him her biggest smile ever.

When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was surprised by the look of joy on his
face.

She asked him, "What did you do todayttiveade you so happy?"
He replied, "I had lunch with God." But before his mother could respond, he added, "You know what? She's got the
most beautiful smile I've ever seen!"

Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her satuwmaed by the look of peace on
her face and he asked, "Mother, what did you do today that made you so happy?"

She replied, "l ate Twinkies in the park with God." However, before her son responded, she added, "You know, he's
much younger than | expecteéd

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the
smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.

People come into our lives for a reason, a seasal|ifetime.
Embrace all equally!

Submitted byMelissa Andrews
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY

(From the booklet produced
May 1942 for the 200Anniversary.)

In the spring of 1748 the Rev. Michael Schlatter, Missionary and organizer of the Reform
Church in Pennsylvania, made a missionary tour through northern iiggid the northern
Shenandoah Valley. In his journal, we find an exact history of that trip, although it is brief. To
from his records, "This evening (Maﬁ}’)Qwe journeyed fifteen miles without having seen either he
or a human being, but wewvsaleer in droves. On the "f@fter we had gone twenty miles farther, w
took our dinner in Fredericktown, Virginia, (now Winchester). In the evening we came to a Re
congregation at the Shenandoah River, fourteen miles farther up (Strasburgyvehpeeached on
the eleventh and in the afternoon at another place, Millerstadt, (Woodstock) to a pretty large n
of hearers, and baptized many children and adults." On leaving Woodstock early of tRev12
Schlatter journeyed southwest to theensection of the eastern trail with the valley road at or neal
site where New Market was later established He then followed the eastern trail, to New
Germantown. So we find the first Reformed Congregation established at Woodstock, May 11,

From 1748 until 1778 the churches in the Valley were supplied services by itinerant
missionaries, for there were but few ministers available in this new land. Among these was the
Charles Lange who visited Woodstock on April 12, 1778 and coafirthe following: George Lutz
Henry Meyers, Peter Shaffer, Christopher Zumwald, Anna Lauman, Anna Zingler, Catherine S
and Elizabeth Baker.

These early years were very trying for the Reformed people of the Valley since they had
regula minister to serve them. It is generally known, however (from historical records) with the
exception of short pastorates at Woodstock, by Rev. Snyder and Rev. Meyer between the yea
1787 that Rev. John Browmasthe only Reformed minister in alléhregion south of Shepherdstow
who besides serving his own charge, made occasional visits to the Reformed Congregation in
Shenandoah County.

The first regular minister to serve the Woodstock church was the Rev. Bernard F. Willag,
too made numerous trips to other congregations in the counties of Frederick, Shenandoah,
Rockingham, Page, Augusta. Highland, Pendleton, Grant, Hardy, Wythe and Boutetourt, but
Woodstock was his charge and home.

| would like to present to yg some of the very interesting history of the German Reforme
Church of Woodstock, now St. Paul's Evangelical and Reformed Church, as recorded in the a
records of our church. Many of the records were lost during the time of the RevolutionaandVar
the War Between the States, therefore our recorded history must be in some instances brief,
nevertheless it is authentic and true, and it is a history we might justly be proud of.

~ More next month ~




ST. PAULOS NEWS

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONSISTORY MEETING

The consistory met on Septemb&ra8 7:00 p.m. with 8 members and one guest pres@omcernswere
shared for Allen Cook, Christy Anderson, family of Ted Dent in his death, Dawn Storeliuthe death
of her stepmother. President Wood had a prayer followed by devotions by Melissa Andrews.

Correspondencesl etters were received from Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter, Bread for the

Observances on October 16. First Baptist Church seagjueest for volunteers to help serve or cook at

their Monday evening meal ministry. Aankyou was received from Rose and Jason Holland for the

money they received for their mission trip. Requests were received from Blue Ridge Hospice, Gideon, and
Shenadoah Free Clinic. A donation has been given in July to Blue Ridge Hospice; no action was taken on
the other requests.

Old Business: Stephanie Heishmalnitten, Shenandoah Associatidouth Group will be using some of
the church rooms for a sleepoverdating a concert on Friday, October™4As was requested at the July
meeting, she will be following our guidelines in the Safe Sanctuary Policy.

New Business:Ministry reports were given. Due to the death of Harold Miller, someone needs to replace
him as a Trustee. Steve suggested Richard Lambert, Tim Dalke or Richard Sollenberger. George Sweckel
made a motion to contact these men, in that order, seconded by Suzanne Loveland. All approved this
motion. Betty Lambert announced Ellen Markel and PédgfNar would be helping with the plans to redo

the kitchen. Al so, the plaque containing the mi
made a motion to have this done, seconded by Kay Lehnen, approved by all. Steve Wood reported that
Rev. Clarles Wood is improving some but tires very easily and cannot travel long distances. The next
meeting will be held on Thursday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.

RAI SI N6 UP!

talking about the tiny little dark brownrimkled fruits.
Rat her 1 6m using Appal achi@
saying ARaisingo Up. 7

Back in the hills and
Upo pertained to a c¢hur ch -SSEEEteiing 2 L e
upo a person fr om ywoisénte asthe preaeherr They bfcaurseitried ta seledt a
person who could read from the bible and also who could piefacthours on end! You have to realize
that some of the Primitive Baptist church services would last at least two to threerthe preacher
was expected to fAisermonizeo for a good portion
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Yet fARaisind Upo can also mean the Araising
The idea can be somewhat spontaneous, byasmeaybe twochurch memberand outside of any
committee structure.

A few weeks ago there was an opportunity for
serving desserts at a Woodstock Music on Main concert. These concerts are well attended, sometimes
drawing as mangs 250 people. Groups that sponsor and serve the dessert receive a lot of exposure with
only minimal costs and time.



There was an incredible response from the congregation in terms of cookies and also money to buy
some promotional materials such aslth@ner and cups. In fact no church budgetary funds were expended
for this project! The outreach team of Abbe Kennedy, Patty Dellinger, Alberta Smith and | served drinks in
the new St. Paul 6s royal bl ue ¢ up snentsontioevqeantity2 0 0
and quality of the cookies, t he,andhovwenic&itwas thaeourl 6 s
church would do this for the community.

A

ARai sind Upo an idea can bibe holdgivert atry sochétimg¢ y r e\
your St. Pauldés family will support you!
~Joe Lehnen

CHRISTIAN ED UCATION

Welcome back to Sunday school! All the classes were full to the
brim this past week, with lots of visitors and familiar faces too. It
was a gift n itself to present bibles to Ethan George and Sierra
Newberry on Sunday, Septembef"25 l't6s hard to b
already in first grade. Sierra
and next year she would be afsi X
and Sierrd always read your bibles!!

~Alberta Smith

SENIOR YOUTH

St. Paul 6s Sendi.or_ )
Sunday, September 2and we are
proud towelcome Layla, Ashley,
Micah and Anna to the group this
year. We will be participatg in
the Family Fun Festival at the
ShenanddaCounty Fairgrounds
on October 1415. There is a
concert on Fridg
be attending in
like to join us, please speak to
Craig, Alberta or Bev. Other
projeds are in the worksncluding
another lockin over the Christmas
holidays! We appreciate the
support you provide to our youth
and look forward to another fun
filled year.

~Alberta Smith



Mission
Prlcuecb
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@ F?) STEWARDSHIP AND MISSIONS
=y
The Stewardship and Missisn c o mmi t t ee has just ki ckedfootHef nAYel
schoofaged children of Shenandoah County. This food drive is focusing eper@hable breakfast
foods, and healthy snack items to go to the Food Pantry in Woodstock. The droentinue until

October 2°

Il n October and November, St . Paul 6s wi || col |l ect
Neighbors in Need.

The Harvest Home offering contributes to Homewaad/or Hoffman Homes. Homewoodaisnultiple
site UCC affiliated retirement communjitproviding compassionate, professigraid caring service in
order to enhance the quality of life for residentiffman Homes for Youtls a Psychiatric Residential
Treatment Facility utilizing traumanformed care to treéachildren with a serious mental health diagnosis.

In NovemberNeighbors inlNeedis a special mission offering of the UCC that supponisistries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States.

Before long, the autumn harvest will be over, @nmlill be Christmastime once again. The Stewardship &
Missions committee will continue our area Christmas giving ministry by providing families in need with
presents and f oodéaspgedadelwaryagaineby duoSarifl Holsingerd r

We have our eyes and ears opamd we wouldalsolike to know if you are aware of a family in need this
Christmas season. If so, please contact any of the committee members below. More details to follow!

Members of the Stewardship & Missions Committee
~Joe Lehnen& Abbe Kennedy, C&hairs
Melissa Andrews, Ellen Markel, Jim and Meg Trott,
Karen Waltom

s

The St. Paul s Junior TNHANKIYODWGH mue vwo ylodhel itkbhatt g
BBQ Lunch Fundraiser on Septembé&t 4 was a little vorried about doing it so much earlier than we

usually do, but it turned out better than | could have hoped for. We raised $369.00!! Thank you to all of
the parents that contributed the food and those who helped in the kitohenld not have been astess
without you!

JUNIOR-YOUTH NEWS

We will be having our Annual Halloween Party on Saturday, Octobér Bawill be in the Fellowship
Hall from 58pm. All are welcome to join us!

/ ~Alisha Williams
Jr. Youth Group Leade



St Paul 6s wi |l | be hel ping out wi tWewilhbeeelghg mi | vy
Stephanie Litten with the Shenandoah Asstien UCC booth. We will be handing out brochures for our
church and will also have various activities at our boofine Shenandoah Valley Coalition for Christ, who
organizes the event, has asked for St. Paul 6s
distributed on Saturday, October™5/\e neel to start collecting these items now, so they can have a good
idea of how much food they will have availabl&lso, they would like for our church to help in donating
home baked cookiesThis will not be collected until the week of the Fun Day,
but neel to knowASAP if you are willing to help with the cookie?lease contact me if you can bake
some cookies for this great causghank you!

~Alisha Williams
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