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Phone: 540-459-3643                                                               235 South Main Street, Woodstock, Virginia 22664 

 

The Rev. Peter Mitchell, Interim                                                                                 December 2011 & 

                                                                                                                                         January 2012                                                                                            

       "Preparing for the Season" 
Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 

 

 The newspaper ad in California read:  

 

   "Wanted. Young, skinny, wiry fellows.  

   Not over 18. Must be expert riders.  

   Willing to risk death daily. Orphans preferred."  

 

     The youngest to apply was 11 and the oldest was mid-40's. None of them were orphans and they  

all weighed around 120 pounds. These young men rode their horses as fast as they could in the time 

from April 3, 1860 to late October 1861. They lost one rider to Indians and were only paid $100 per 

month for their days in the saddle. Some carried the mail from St. Joseph, MO and some started  

from Sacramento, CA but all rode 75 to 100 miles with a change of horses every 10 to 15 miles. It  

was an exciting time for the Pony Express, but it was short lived. Just like this passage from Mark.  

The actual time of the message of "good news" was 3-4 years and covered much less distances than  

the Pony Express. And unlike the Pony Express the dispersing of the message has changed but not  

the message. For the message the Pony Express carried, letters and business concerns and even the 

inaugural address of President Lincoln is now old news and few know about it. But the message of  

the "good news" is still fresh no matter how it is dispersed, word of mouth, book, television, or  

Internet. The news of God loving us is still as fresh as a new born baby. So, like the Pony Express 

riders, take a break every 10 or 15 miles and remember what the "good news of Jesus Christ" means  

to your family. Merry Christmas! 

 

Prayer: May this season be a reminder to us to carry the message of love and grace throughout 

the entire year. 

           
     

.    
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OUR CHURCH HISTORY 
(From the booklet produced  

May 1948 for the 200
th

 Anniversary.) 

 
 

            Already in 1836 there was a great spirit of unrest in our nation regarding the question of 

slavery.  This question became more prominent as the years went on and we find many ministers 

involved in difficulties because of their speaking and preaching on this subject.  Despite the love of 

Rev. Dieffenbacher for his church and for the cause of Christ and the spirit of loyalty to him on the 

part of his people, he too was swept along with the tide. 
 

          He was called upon by several ministers of other denominations in the community, to deliver an 

address in behalf of the Colonization Society.  This he did using as his text Galatians 6:10, "As we 

have opportunity, let us do good unto all menò when he preached before a very large assembly in the 

Lutheran Church.  His discourse created a political hurricane and was made the pretext for accusation 

against him for which he was imprisoned.  The feeling in the community ran high, the subject was 

debated pro and con.   The excitement soon abated however and Rev. Dieffenbacher was honorably 

acquitted and discharged.   This experience caused him untold agony of mind and heart and soon he 

felt obligated to seek a pastorate elsewhere.  He therefore resigned in 1838, moving to western 

Pennsylvania 
 

          Rev. W. F. Colliflower, the next minister of this charge, assumed the pastorate sometime in the 

spring of 1839 and this pastorate was of short duration, for he resigned in 1840.  The year in which he 

labored here, was one of turmoil and strife; for the congregation, and a bitter feeling developed against 

the minister, due primarily to the manner in which he assumed his office which was contested by 

many members.  Again the slavery question was a matter of violent dispute and it even went so far, 

quote, "a report was put in circulation by some evil disposed persons, that the Consistory of the 

German Reformed Church in Woodstock had made slavery a test question of membership."  It is true 

that the whole consistory did not make it a test question but it is nevertheless a fact that it was made a 

test question by a very small minority." 
 

          I cannot pass the following by without presenting it to you as parts of the historical background 

of our church.   To me, it is a classic, just as fine as many of the classics of old.  The minutes were 

written by George Rye, Secretary and signed by Joseph Fravel, President.   "It is the opinion of this 

Consistory that the Colonization and Abolition Societies are rival associations, both having the same 

object, viz. The elevation of the character of the African race and the final abolition of slavery.  These 

objects are good.  The only question then is which of those societies are 

most likely to attain the desired objects.   This seems to be the 

battleground.  We see men of great moral worth and highly cultivated 

minds advocating the Colonization cause, and on the other hand, there are 

men equally as worthy, and as highly intelligent, who advocate the 

abolition cause, both are activated by good motives and thorough 

convictions and separated only by a shadow, speed and expediency--how 

and when?  But from the position they occupy in relation to each other 

does it follow that either party are incendiary? By no means.  It confirms 

the maximum that all men do not look through the same glass. 

 

 

~ More next month ~  
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ST. PAUL’S NEWS 
         

                                            HIGHLIGHTS FROM CONSISTORY MEETING 
 

 

     The Consistory met on November 3, 2011 with 9 members and Rev. Mitchell present.  A  

correction was made, to the minutes of the special called meeting of September 21, 2011, to change  

the salary of Rev. Mitchell to $2000,00 a month and approved by all.  The minutes for the October 6, 

2011 meeting were approved as presented.  Treasurer Bill Holsinger discussed investments and will  

be asking Mary Ellen Ruddy to come to a meeting in January or February.  The treasurer’s report  

was approved as presented.  Steve announced Tim Dalke has agreed to fulfill the unexpired term of 

Harold Miller, as a Trustee.  Jim Trott has resigned from the consistory due to health reasons.   

Suzanne Loveland will be contacting church members to fill the position.  Ministry reports and  

the pastor’s report were given.  The next meeting will be held on December 1
st
 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

                                                         Peggy Hollar, secretary 
 

 

FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
  

It is wonderful to see that the adult Sunday school class has added some new members since our last 

newsletter.   I've heard nothing but wonderful feedback about the class so far.   If you haven't taken the 

time to give it a try, please consider doing so this month!  You just don't know what you are missing! 

  

Some upcoming events you should know about are.... 

Saturday, December 3 at 10:30 - Hanging of the Greens practice.  Parents please have children at 

church for rehearsal this morning.  Those who are preschool age do not need to attend this practice- 

they will practice the following morning during Sunday school. 

Sunday, December 4 at 11:00 - Hanging of the Greens service.  Please be at church no later than 10:30 

so we can robe. 

Sunday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m. - Christmas Family Night service in Fellowship Hall.  Bring a 

covered dish and your family.  The Sunday school children will give a short presentation following the 

meal. 

 

We hope you have a blessed holiday season and look forward to seeing you in Sunday school every 

week! 

                                                                                                                                        Alberta Smith 

                                                         

 

SENIOR YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
 

The Senior Youth Fellowship group enjoyed serving dinner to approximately 50 senior members on 

November 12 (plus a few take -outs!).  We had a great turnout from both St. Paul's and our friends at 

Mt. Calvary as well.  It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces!  The youth were kept hopping all 

evening with an unusually thirsty bunch of coffee drinkers this year.  We always throw coffee out at 

every dinner we've ever had...but not this year....we couldn't make enough of it, fast enough!  What in 

the world got into you all this year?  Thank you for attending and for your generosity toward our young 

people.  We truly hope you enjoyed the evening! 
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We invite the congregation to join us downstairs for our second annual soup fundraiser luncheon on 

Sunday, December 4th immediately after the Hanging of the Greens service.  We'll have many different 

kinds of soups for your delight and some light sandwiches and desserts.  A freewill donation will be 

accepted to fund activities that the youth would like to do this year.  This was a big hit last year - where 

there is food, there are St. Paul's people in fellowship together.  We look forward to seeing you then! 

  

Finally, we are tentatively set to go bowling as a group on Saturday, January 14
th

.  Stay tuned for more 

details on that! 

 

Have a wonderful holiday! 

St. Paul's Youth group 

Craig and Alberta Smith 

 

                            

 

   

                          

 

                         

 

 

 
 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS: We need to update the Senior Member dinner 

invitation list.  So, if congregation members will be 

65 or older by next November and they haven't been 

included in previous dinner invitations, please let 

Alberta or the office know so that they can be 

included next time around.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

thank 
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JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP 
 

On October 29
th
, the Jr. Youth Group had our annual Halloween Party!  

Over twenty children showed up in their costumes ready to have fun!                 
We enjoyed a pizza dinner, crafts and of course, lots of games! 

On November 18
th
, we had a Skating Party at the Stoney Creek Roller Rink.  This was fun for the 

children, but also had a great purpose.  We worked on our mission project for this year.  We collected 

snack items such as beef jerky, granola bars, hot chocolate, etc… to fill care packages to send to the 

troops in Afghanistan.  I have a friend who is currently on a yearlong tour over there.  We collected 

enough items to fill two large boxes!!  And the children all signed a special card to add the package.  

Both boxes were shipped out and we are hoping that they will arrive just in time for a special Christmas 

treat! 

December will be a busy month for the children as we look forward to the Hanging of the Greens, 

Christmas Family Night and the Christmas Eve Service!  

 

We hope to find time to do some Christmas Caroling as well! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the St. Paul’s Junior Youth Group! 

 

                                                                                                                                       Alisha Williams 

                                                                                                                             Jr. Youth Group Leader 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND MISSIONS  
 

                The Stewardship and Missions committee is lining up the Christmas Families project.    

This year has been very difficult for so many. We strive to assist our Shenandoah County families in 

need with gifts and food, and some monetary assistance.  We are again placing a reservation request  

for Santa Bill, inviting his very merry, holly jolly delivery to the children.  We couldn’t dream of a 

more perfect Santa! 

     On December 4
th
, the Christmas Tree with gift tags will be up in the narthex. There will also be  

gift envelopes available for monetary gifts.   As always, we ask that you take a tag, remove the sticker 

and attach it to a wrapped gift and return it to the parlor.  December 11
th
, and December 18

th
 we will 

continue receiving gifts at church for the Christmas families.  Please place your wrapped and tagged 

gifts under the tree in the parlor.  Please give monetary gifts to any committee member, or place it in 

the offering plate (marked “Christmas families”)!  The gifts will be delivered to the families the week 

of December 18
th

, as the next Sunday is Christmas Day!  

Thanks to all who have made us aware of families in need this Christmas season. Throughout the year, 

please feel free to let any of the committee members know of families in need.  

 

                                                                              Members of the Stewardship & Missions Committee 

                                              ~Joe Lehnen & Abbe Kennedy, Co-Chairs 

     Melissa Andrews, Ellen Markel, Jim and Meg Trott, Karen Walton 
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Birthdays for St. Paul’s 

December    1 – Brandon Dysart 

                  10 – Tracy Grandy, Richard Sollenberger 

                  12 – Suzanne Loveland 

                  13 – Corey Litten 

                  14 – Anna-Justine Mitchell,  

                          Bruce Mitchel 

                  16 – Omar Fravel, Spencer McIntosh 

                  17 – Doc Lambert, Sarah Bankert, 

                          Alberta Smith 

                  18 – Bob Rhodes, Jonathan Sollenberger 

                  19 – Betty Page 

                  20 – Francie Kennedy 

                  21 – Frank Painter, Carole Rucker, 

                         Trudy Rauch 

                  22 – Dennis Dysart, Bill Sibert, 

                          Noel McIntosh 

                  30 – Amy Mitchell, Kelly McElroy    

                  31 – Michelle Sheetz    

January        1 – Rick Koontz             

                    2 – Wanda Bolt 

                    3 – Phil Stoneburner 

                    5 – Taylor Robinson  

                    8 – Joan Miller, Kelsey Kennedy 

                    9 – Patrick Snarr 

                   10 – Peter Dalke 

                   12 –Alyssa Partlow 

                   13 – Craig Smith 

                   14 – Tatum Timmerman 

                   15 – Buzz Harper, Alice Foltz 

                   18 – Peggy Hollar 

                    20 – Kaitlin Litten 

                    24 – Bobby Loveland, Susan Payne, 

                           Ashton Painter 

                   29 – Rev. Barbara Rhodes 

                   30 – Dawn Funkhouser 

                   31 – Jan Lambert 

 Anniversaries for St. Paul’s 

December    6 – Ricky and Roberta Dysart 

                  15 – Bubba and Abbe Kennedy 

                  20 – Pastor Peter and Amy Mitchell 

                  22 – Buck and Kim Shrum 

                  30 – Frank and Bonnie Painter 

January       5 – Robert and Marie Kennan 

                    9 – Bob and Barbara Rhodes 

                  13 – Brian and Cathy Boze 

                  15 – Tim and Cathy Dalke 

                  26 – Craig and Alberta Smith 

                  27 – Ed and Ellen Markel 

 

Acolytes 

 December  4 – The Baker Family 

                  11 – The Koontz Family 

                  18 – The Smith Family 

                  24 – The Harrison Family 

                  25 – Anna Smith 

January       1 – Layla Baker 

                   8 – Jason Holland 

                 15 – T. J. Williams 

                 22 – Jonathan Koontz 

                 29 – Grant Smith 

 

Scripture Readers 

December   4 – Hanging of the Greens 

                  11 – Michelle Koontz 

                  18 – Bev Harrison 

                  25 – Craig Orndorff 

January       1 – David Brill 

                   8 –  Joe Lehnen 

                 15 – Jane Miller 

                 22 – Meg Trott 

                 29 – George Swecker 

 

Greeters 

December –  Tim and Cathy Dalke 

January     –  George and Debbie Swecker 

 

Nursery 

December   4 – Hanging of the Greens 

                  11 – Alisha Williams 

                  18 – Allison Gregg 

                  25 – Christmas Day 

January       1 – Susan Fream 

                   8 – Pam Baker 

                 15 – Beth Dirting 

                 22 – Stephanie Dysart 

                 29 – Courtney Brill 

 

 

Service Assistants 

December – Dawn and Phil Stoneburner 

January     – George and Debbie Swecker 
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THE PAUSE FOR APPLAUSE  

                                                        AND 

A PAT-ON-THE-BACK        
 

Dear Pat,  
 

     By the  time I write again in January, three wonderful holidays will have passed.  So, dear Pat, Happy 

Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.  This is such a blessed time of year, humans and mice 

need to take some time to thank God for his many blessings to us.  In the October 30
th

 sermon for the small 

humans, Rev. Mitchell said we wouldn't just mumble our appreciation for our favorite sports team; we would 

shout!  We need to shout “Alleluia” in appreciation of God's rich blessings this holiday season. Humans get 

discouraged sometimes when people lose jobs, the economy slumps, and Congress can't get its act together, but 

we have many blessings. 

 

     On Sundays October 30 and November 6, we remembered those of our church family who have passed  

away in this year and then those who have served in the Armed Forces.  As the Junior Choir reminds us so 

beautifully, “We should never forget to be thankful”, for those who have served and gone before us.  Our Senior 

Choir started our Thanksgiving season off with “An Anthem of Thanksgiving”. It incorporated familiar words 

and music in a new setting that was lovely.  

 

     Being a church mouse on November 12 was a real pleasure.  That was the night that the young people hosted 

the senior dinner. There was turkey and all the trimmings. A famous English poet said, “O, to be in England 

now that spring is here.” Well, I say, “O, to be in Fellowship Hall now that the senior dinner is here” - what 

wonderful crumbs.  Bits of turkey, dressing, whipped cream and pie crust fell to the floor – making a feast for 

me and my furry friends.  I loved the entertainment.  Grant, my mouse friends think you are “awesome”, even if 

the echo said, “Baloney!”  The bubble gum skit was very cute.  And, of course, who doesn't enjoy singing the 

old songs accompanied by Patty Snarr and Kim Shrum!  You would have loved it all, Pat. 

 

     The Contemporary Service on November 13 was delightful as always.  We mice salute the Contemporary 

Praise Team that puts it all together.   

 

      Speaking of things this old mouse loves, today was Junior Choir Sunday.  It started with Layla Baker's and 

Anna Smith's duet.  These two girls are so talented and beautiful – they are a treat to behold and listen to.  I 

loved the round that the Junior Choir sang.  It was grand to see young Jessie Payne's handsome face back in 

church with us today after his hospital stay. 

 

        Pat, we have been so blessed this month to have our interim pastor, Rev. Mitchell, lead a Bible study each 

Sunday morning at 9:45 in the church parlor.  Don't tell the ladies who don't like me and my rodent friends, but 

all of us mice have been gathering along the baseboards of the parlor to hear the discussion.  We feel it just gets 

better every Sunday.   

 

       Well, dear Pat, time to close my letter to you. Again I wish you lovely holidays surrounded by those who 

love you.   

                                                                                        As always, I remain your loving brother,      

                                                                                                  Paws, the church mouse (jcm) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. PAUL’S 

 
                       November 27 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – Communion – Pew 

                                                        Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Williams Family 

                                                  After Worship Service - Decorate the church – all are welcome to help. 

 

                       December 3   – 10:30 a.m. Practice for Hanging of the Greens program. 

                          

                       December 4   – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT –  

                                                Lighting of the Advent Candles – The Baker Family 

                                                11:00 a.m. Hanging of the Greens Service 

                                                12:00 noon – Youth Fellowship –Soup luncheon  

 

                       December 11 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT –  

                                                 Lighting of the Advent Candles – The Koontz Family 

   

                       December 18 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 

                        Lighting of the Advent Candles – The Smith Family 

                                     11:00 a.m.  Junior Choir to sing –  

                                                Special Offering -Veterans of the Cross 

                                                 5:30 p.m. Christmas Family Night with covered dish meal and 

                                                 Program by Sunday school classes 

 

                       December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE –                             

                                                Lighting of the candles – The Harrison Family 

                        6:00 p.m. Junior Choir and Senior Choir to sing – 

                                                Communion (Altar) and Candlelight Service  

 

                       December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY – 

    9:45 a.m. Sunday school  

                                              11:00 a.m. Worship  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                    

                                                     

 

 


